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Updated July 2010
Parking

There are several public lots as well as numerous parking meters and side streets in the Short North. For this walking tour we recommend that you park in the lot capping the intersection of Lincoln and High Streets, just across the street from Jeni’s Ice Creams.

Just look up to marvel at the beautiful

High Street Arches From Poplar (near The Cap) to Smith Street (just past Fifth Avenue)

In the early 1900s, Columbus was known as “The Arch City.” This name was derived from the dozens of wooden arches, built in 1888 that spanned High Street. Back then, the arches were used to light the roadway. Later they became responsible for providing the electric power needed to run the city’s streetcars.

In 1914 the famous arches were torn down and replaced with cluster lights. For decades, the arches went unthought-of until June 1997 when district property owners petitioned for area improvements. Amongst the requests were repaved sidewalks, new flower planters, street furniture, and rebuilt High Street arches.

In 2002, nearly ninety years after their removal, the arches reappeared. Seventeen metal archways now line the Short North. A special light ceremony was held on September 1, 2007 to commemorate the arches’ return.

The new arches blend tradition architecture with modern wiring. This modern wiring allows the lights to be programmed to pulse, fade, and flicker in a variety of colors. Unique programs are created for holidays and special events.

The realization of these modern arches was made possible by collaboration between the City of Columbus and the Short North Arts District, particularly the Short North Special Improvement District (SID).

Across the street from where you parked you will see

Rigsby’s Kitchen 698 North High Street

In 1986 when most of the district’s storefronts were boarded-up, facading the area as a commercial ghost town, Rigsby’s Kitchen, then named Eleni-Christina after owners Kent and Tasi Rigsby’s first-born daughter, opened its doors. As the area’s first truly upscale dining spot, the commencement of this business is touted as one of several milestones crucial to the Short North’s drastic turnaround.

In 1994, Rigsby’s underwent major remodeling and was re-christened to become Rigsby’s Cuisine Volatile. Now known as Rigsby’s Kitchen, the restaurant serves American and Mediterranean cuisine. Customers can also enjoy the frequent live entertainment showcased at this fine-dining location.

Rigsby’s owner, Kent was one of the first people to truly believe in the Short North as a destination. His ambition and endurance have helped to strengthen not only his own business but the entire Short North region. Today Kent’s thirty-two years of culinary expertise entices people from all over to visit the Short North. Kent’s authentic cooking style has even earned him national praise.

Move down one storefront, to Jeni’s Ice Creams to see the

Short North Gothic 714 North High Street

In the Short North, Grant Wood’s best-known work, American Gothic, gets turned on its head, well at least the woman in the painting does. This 2002 take on Wood’s original painting was done by artists Steve Galgas and Mike Altman. It rivals the most famous Short North Mural, the Mona Lisa Mural, and according to Steve Galgas, was slightly inspired by the quirkiness of the Mona Lisa Mural. On his website, Steve says, “We decided to continue the theme of giving an iconic painting an irreverent twist,” similar to how the Mona Lisa was turned on her side (galgas.com).

Though the woman being on her head is the most obvious difference between the mural and the original piece, Short North Gothic features several other differences. For instance the woman in the original is on the left while the woman in the mural is on the right, and whereas the original painting features a famous pitchfork, no farm equipment is present in the Short North piece. The Short North Gothic mural features one more unique addition; a hand in the upper, left corner of the painting points the way to shops on the side street.

You can find this piece at the corner of Lincoln and High Streets, right across from Level Dining Lounge.

Less than one block away on the same side of the street is

pm gallery 726 North High Street

In 1980 when the area was known for its dereliction and bad reputation, Maria Galloway took a chance and opened pm gallery. Though not the first gallery to appear in the Short North, that title goes to the now-closed Artreach Gallery, pm gallery is the oldest surviving gallery in the district.

Within its walls pm houses brilliant artisan crafts, ceramics, paintings, photography, and other contemporary art created by over two-hundred local, national, and Canadian artists. But pm is best known for its blown and leaded glass. In fact, a multitude of colorful glass orbs mark pm’s legendary storefront.

Maria herself has been instrument in the Short North’s revitalization. She has served as the president, vice president, and treasurer of the Italian Village Society, is one of the most-referenced Short North spokespeople, and is currently a board member of the Short North Business Association. Perhaps one of Maria’s most important roles occurred in January 1984 when she teamed up with the owner of Artreach to sponsor the first multi-gallery event, the predecessor of the now-popular Gallery Hop.

Round the corner at Pearl. One block down you will notice the

Mona Lisa Mural 742 North Pearl Street

An iconic symbol of the Short North, this representation of Leonardo da Vinci’s Mona Lisa turned on her side was painted in 1990 by Brian Clemons of Optic Nerve Art Corporation. The Mona Lisa Mural has seen two restorations. The first was done by the original artist in 2001, the second by artist Curtis Goldstein in 2005.

The building fortunate enough to be graced by this famous lady is owned by residential developer Sandy Wood of The Wood Companies. Sandy is responsible for turning the 1920s building, which was previously an auto body shop, into the Mona Lisa Condominiums, a building that features seven condos.

Chris Steele, artist and president of Citizens for a Better Skyline, a non-profit group committed to historic conservation and the pedestrian experience, collaborate with Joe Kuspan on the Mona Lisa Mural’s design.


A September 2005 article from the Short North Gazette quotes the restoration artist, Curtis, as saying, “The sideway Mona Lisa is a symbol of the Short North’s unique role as Columbus’ art district. If it had been the Mona Lisa straight up, it wouldn’t have been as interesting. They turned it on its side and made it fun. The Short North is a mixture of old and new, so taking the Mona Lisa and giving it a new twist is an interesting blend of old and new.”

Make your way back to High Street. Roughly two blocks away from the Mona Lisa Mural is the

Café Terrace at Night Mural 780 North High Street

Created in 2003 by Dragonfly Design artists Dwaine MacDonald, Susan O’Dell, and Patrick Corbett, the multi-wall reproduction mural of Van Gogh’s Café Terrace at Night, can be found on the side of the VooDoo Denim building.

Sandy Wood of The Wood Companies, who commissioned the mural, told Jennifer Hambrick of the Short North Gazette, “The Short North is an arts district, and all the murals have been put up with the objective of enhancing that image.”

Mandy Weisz, president of the Brick Street Arts Association, an organization that assists the development of public artworks in the Short North added, “I feel that the art drives the Short North. People really see it as kind of a quirky, unique kind of place to come to, and public artworks definitely enhance that image. I think people come down here and they see the murals and the sculptures and the galleries, and, to me, that was the beginning of the Short North. It is a blend, but I think the arts really enhance the area and make it special.”

Italian Village bounded by I-670, Fifth Avenue, North High Street, and Conrail railroad tracks

Named in 1973 for the St. John the Baptist Catholic Church, the Italian Village was one of Columbus’ first suburbs. Despite the name, the neighborhood was actually quite diverse with more than seventeen nationalities living happily next to each other.

St. John the Baptist Italian Catholic Church 720 Hamlet Street

Since it was built in 1898 St. John’s has been central to Columbus’ Italian Community. The church’s original mission was to help Italian immigrant families keep their faith alive by providing traditional Italian Catholic services and holiday rituals performed in their native Italian language. The church still offers these services along with Italian classes that teach the romance language.

Italian Village Park 55 Hubbard Avenue

A central meeting spot for Italian Village residents, the Italian Village Park was first constructed in the 1970s. In 2007, thanks to the efforts of the Italian Village Society and the Short North Improvements District, it underwent a $1 million renovation that called for the demolition of all the existing park features for a total makeover. This makeover included the revamping of the lawn, the removal of broken concrete, and the installation of flowerbeds, bike racks, and benches. The park also features tables and chairs to enjoy a reading a book or eating lunch, a playground and free WiFi. 
Now for a little legwork. Keeping on the East side of the street go down four blocks, and you will see the

Fireproof Warehouse & Storage Company Sign 1024 North High Street

The Fireproof sign has been in the Short North community since the Murrin family operated a horse-drawn moving and storage company out of the building in 1906. Now the people inside the building specialize in a different kind of storage. Fireproof Records Center, a company that stores electronic business documents, has adopted the old sign and despite the confusion that some customers experience upon seeing the building labeled as a “Warehouse & Storage Company,” Fireproof has decided to keep it around.

Make your way to Fourth Avenue and High Street. Across the way you can find the

Skully’s Sign 1151 North High Street

Erected in 2002, the sign at Skully’s Music-Diner has become a recognizable landmark in the Short North. Owner Skully Web helped design the 1950s retro-style sign to compliment his diner theme. He told Jennifer Hambrick of the Short North Gazette, “That was a common theme in the 50s, a big flashing arrow. Drive-ins and movie theatres were all the rage, and I got ideas from that.”

Ready for a rest? One storefront north of Skully’s is the Short North’s

Limestone Sofa 1159 North High Street

Only in the Short North can you stop to rest on a 10,000-pound limestone sofa. This unique piece of public art/furniture was designed and carved by University of Akron professor Robert Huff and set in place in November of 2004. It resides in Greenwood Park, one of many pocket parks located in the area. The couch was actually selected by a jury of local artists and community representatives as the winner of a public-art contest. According to an article written by Short North Special Improvements District President Tim Wagner, “Robert’s sofa was inspired by investigation into the previous use of the land. The property had housed furniture stores in the past. The sofa was created in reminiscence of the former shops.”

Now that you’re well-rested, head north one more storefront to see the

Garden Theatre 1187 North High Street

The Garden Theatre opened on Thanksgiving-day in 1920. The theatre put on live shows as well as silent films and “talkies.” Though the theatre closed in 1929, its sign still hangs above the building, reminding us of its past.

The Garden Theatre was once one of the area’s main attractions. But by the 1970s and 80s it had fallen to become a place of deviance where pornographic movies were made and shown. Prostitutes and drug dealers guarded the entrance, and the building’s exterior was in disrepair.

In 1996 the Garden Theatre was reborn and rechristened. Steve Campbell bought the establishment and turned it into the Garden Church. In 2007 the Garden Church relocated. The old building now stands vacant.

Turn around make your way south on High Street to First Avenue. Turn right on First Avenue and head west to Neil Avenue.
Welcome to

Victorian Village Neil Avenue and its side streets

The land now known as Victorian Village was mainly founded by three families: Neil, Hubbard, and Starr. Until 1875 virtually all of it was farmland. By 1920 it was a thriving residential area. Many original homes remain, refurbished by residents with the help of the Victorian Village Society and the Victorian Village Architectural Review Commission, which oversees remodeling efforts in order to preserve historical integrity. Though all true to the Victorian Era, styles in the neighborhood vary, with the more elaborate homes lining Neil Avenue. A stroll through this antiquated neighborhood will turn-up an overwhelming amount of beautiful gable roofs, dormers, turrets, chimneys, stained glass windows, leaded glass windows, porches, and carriage houses. Styles include Italianate Queen Anne, Second Empire, Carpenter-Stick, and Four Square with details borrowed from Tudor, Shingle Style, Gothic Revival, Greek Revival, and Richardson Romanesque architecture. Every September the Victorian Village Society hosts the Victorian Village Tour of Homes and Gardens where residents open their estates for public viewing.

Turn left (south) on Neil Avenue until you reach Buttles Street. Then turn left (west) on Buttles to make your way back towards High Street. You will pass the lovely
Goodale Park At the corner of Buttles and Park Streets

In 1851 Goodale Park was donated to the city by Dr. Lincoln Goodale, Columbus’ first physician. Dr. Goodale referred to the land as a “pleasure ground,” meaning a place to go for pleasant activities, or in other words, a municipal park. This concept was different from that of the typical 1850s park in that in those days a typical park was just a common green space. At the time of its instatement, Goodale Park was the largest municipal pleasure ground in the country.

During the Civil War many of the trees in the park were cut down so that the space could be used by more than eight thousand Union troops as a staging area. According to the Victorian Village Society, redevelopment of the park started in the 1870s, and the current pond, which was originally big enough to sail boats on, was put in place in 1874.

Overlooking the lily-covered pond is the park’s ornate gazebo. Showing its versatility, the gazebo has become a popular space to have lunch, stage a concert, or take wedding photos.

While the park’s original shelter house was built in 1853, it was torn down and replaced with the park’s current caretaker’s residence and shelter house in 1912. The craftsmen-style building originally acted as a home for the park’s caretaker and his family. In 1997 the Victorian Village Society began using the north half of the house as offices. Today the Short North Special Improvements District and the Short North Civic Association have their offices there. In addition, many groups use the caretaker’s residence conference room for their meetings. Meanwhile, the other half of the building can be rented for business or private events.

To rent the gazebo or shelter house please contact the City of Columbus’ Department of Recreation and Parks at 614-645-3337.

Head to the front of the park (towards High Street). You will hit Park Street. Follow Park Street south through the Goodale Street intersection. Before long, you will come to the

North Market 59 Spruce Street

The North Market has a long history dating back to before 1876. Originally, there were four city markets (North, East, West, and Central). Fire and foreclosure ended the existences of the three sister markets. In 1948 the North Market itself, then located at 29 Spruce Street, caught fire, ruining the building. The City of Columbus, then in charge of the North Market, decided not to rebuild. The market’s merchants, however, protested by banning together to purchase a portable hut. The merchants sold their goods out of that hut for nearly fifty years, surviving the introduction of the supermarket, month-to-month lease negotiations with the City, and other tribulations.

Around 1988 the North Market Development Authority (NMDA) was formed to protect the market from the looming fear that it would be torn down to make way for additional Convention Center parking.

In 1992 the North Market moved to its current location at 59 Spruce Street. This move allowed the market to expand, growing sixty-percent larger than the portable hut they had been operating out of. After pre-move renovations, the market re-opened in November 1995. Now more than one million people a year enjoy the historic market’s traditional butcher, baker, fishmonger, and green grocer goods along with its newer ethnic and gourmet specialties. 

Exit the North Market and walk east past their parking lot. In front of you at the corner of Spruce and High Street
Greater Columbus Convention Center 400 North High Street

“In 1988, Columbus city officials held a competition for the long-planned Greater Columbus Convention Center. Michael Graves, Peter Eisenman and Holt Hinshaw Pfau Jones, along with their associate architects, submitted proposals for the competition, which was funded by Leslie Wexner, chairman and CEO of Columbus-based Limited Brands. Eisenman won with a departure from his usual grid-based buildings.
Noting that the site of the convention center had formerly been occupied by a train station, Eisenman pointed out that Columbus, in the age of information, was very much on-line with fiber-optic cables, vast highways for flows of information. For Eisenman, the railroad tracks, highways and cables all converged as contemporary symbols to inspire the design of the building.
The Convention Center is composed of long fingers twisting their way between the truck docks at the back of the site and the abstract streetscape with front doors along High Street. The architectural drama of the center begins with the way its ‘finger bays’ are extruded through the building—how they converge and diverge, creating moments of focused intensity along with much more relaxed areas. The spaces and forms are so diverse that even the long concourse from the north side of the building to the south—basically a straight-shot corridor—constitutes a fascinating promenade of spatial discovery.” (columbusconventions.com)

Located in the foyer of the recently renovated Battelle Hall is an Emerson Burkhart mural entitled Music. In 1934 Burkhart painted the mural in Central High School. Determined too risqué for high school students, the mural was whitewashed in 1938. The mural was discovered when the building was closed and sold to COSI. Over a six-year period it was restored by 1,000 high school students and then installed at the Convention Center.

Oh the left of that corner is the

Hampton Inn 501 North High Street

The far north part of the building was Melman’s Steak House. When they built the Hampton Inn, they had to take each brick down and number it and then put them back up to complete the beautiful façade. To the south was the State Penitentiary Cemetery. When they were doing roadwork on Spruce near the North Market, they did find some coffins and remains.
Turn left once you are on High Street, and you will soon come to the

Annunciation Greek Orthodox Cathedral 555 North High Street

The Short North harbors a great Greek community. At the heart of that community is the Annunciation Greek Orthodox Cathedral. The existing cathedral was built in 1990 around a smaller 1922 chapel. Much of the funding for this project came from the Kontogiannis family. The elaborate architecture is based on traditional Byzantine style. This style incorporates much symbolism and is characterized by having a Greek cross-shaped floor plan capped by a dome. It is also noted for its interior and exterior magnificence.

The Annunciation Greek Orthodox Cathedral hosts the annual Greek Festival and also serves as a banquet facility for up to six-hundred people complete with carpeted floors, chandeliers, a dance floor, a stage, and a built in bar. The first Short North Arts District Gala was held here.

Just across the intersection from the Cathedral you will see two identical structures filled with eating and drinking establishments. This is

The Cap At the corner of Goodale and North High Streets

Built in 2002, The Cap is the strip that rejoined the Short North with the North Market and the Convention Center. Consisting of specialty retail stores and restaurants, The Cap is reminiscent of Union Station; a railway depot designed by Daniel Burnham and built in 1897. Union Station was pivotal in attracting early Columbus city-dwellers to neighborhoods like Italian Village.

Walking or driving on The Cap, few would realize that it is actually a bridge over I-670. In this respect, The Cap “heal[ed] the gateway into downtown Columbus,” which was previously an eyesore (Ball.)

The Cap is noted for its large arches, roofed walkway, and ample lighting.

Thanks to the ingenuity of Jack Lucks, who spearheaded the construction of this landmark project, The Cap not only acts as a literal bridge over the interstate, but also as a bridge between the Short North and downtown and between the past and present.

Cross the street to discover

Poplar Park Between The Cap and Utrecht on High Street

A brick-paved park resides next to The Cap. This courtyard is a great place to sit and relax. Small sets of tables and chairs along with park benches are accompanied by planters and overseen by a magnificent mosaic totem pole. The totem pole is a piece of public art named In Dreams Again. It was created by Andre Lidgus of Park Ridge, Illinois and donated to the city in May of 2005 by Jack and Zoe Johnstone, long-time residents and fans of the Short North. The totem features three symbols of Ohio: water (“Ohio” comes from a Seneca-Iroquois word meaning “beautiful river”), trillium (the state wildflower), and cardinals (the state bird). Poplar Park was created through the contributions of Short North enthusiasts including Sherrie Hawk of Sherrie Gallerie, Jack and Zoe Johnstone, Christie Nohle of Urban Gardener, Heather Shepard of Muse Off High, Mark Swanson of Cup O’ Joe and MoJoe Lounge, Bob Trout of Schreiner Ace Hardware, and the Short North Special Improvement District. As stated by the Short North Neighborhood Foundation the vision of such efforts is “: embedded history, public art, and kinetic art, which encourages visitors to stroll High Street, relive our history, and celebrate Columbus’ prominent artists, performers, and others who have contributed to the city’s culture.”

Making your way back to where you parked (South) you will notice two more public art pieces:

The Train Mural/Basic Training & Union Station Mural 630 & 612 North High Street

These neighboring art pieces are located on the East Village Food + Bar and Utrecht Art Supplies building. These two murals are linked, paying homage to the district’s former life. Union Station, a train station that was pivotal in attracting early Columbus city-dwellers to neighborhoods like Italian Village, and the trains that lined its rails are reminders of our ancestors who made this area a beautiful and popular place to live long before it was the Short North.

Union Station was painted in the 1980s by Greg Ackers who went on to become the founder of International Murals and Graphics Enterprises, Inc. The Train Mural/Basic Training was created by Greg and Jeff Ackers in 1989.

On the other side of the street is the

Cliff Dwellers Mural 641 North High Street

The Cliff Dwellers Mural, created in 2004 by couple Michelle Attias and Curtis Goldstein, is a nod to Columbus native and artist George Bellows. Bellows was an OSU graduate. His paintings were that of a social realist, showing the strange mix of beauty and ugliness that came with the rapid growth of cities.

In an article titled “Walls that talk: In the Short North, the painting’s on the wall,” Curtis told the Short North Gazette, “the choice of image was an attempt to ‘educate Columbus about Bellows,’ who was a native of this city. ‘The work, in many ways, is reminiscent of what Columbus might have looked like one-hundred years ago when this area was more of a village and less a city…To us, Bellows and this particular image made the most logical sense for the space.’ The image harkens back to what the Short North may have resembled before gentrification” (5-6).

Many people and organizations made pivotal contributions that led to the reality of this mural including The Wood Companies, Brick Street Arts Association, the Ohio Arts Council, the Greater Columbus Arts Council, Creative Paints, and United Rentals.

You can find the 45x60’ Cliff Dwellers Mural on the side of The Burgundy Room building.

Just down from the Cliff Dwellers Mural is

Victorian Gate 663 North High Street

An $11 million undertaking, this residential complex opened in August of 1994. The Victorian Gate boasts 160 condominiums, two banks, and offices. Jack Lucks, developer of the Victorian Gate who later went on to lead the construction of The Cap, is quoted in a 1998 Columbus Dispatch article saying, “It was risky, but I saw an emerging market for urban dwellers” (1A). The project originally began as an apartment complex. In 2005 the apartments were renovated to become condos. In 2007 First Community Bank opened in the space formerly occupied by Brian Borus. 
Continue north past Chase Bank. Just past the ATM is

Chase Park and The Guardian Located North of Chase Bank
Chase Park was named after its largest donor Chase Bank.  The design of the park was created by MSI Design architect Darren Meyer. The beautiful chairs and urns were fashioned by Fortin Ironworks and Tork created the transom panels. Recessed between two columns, "The Guardian", by Russ Vogt was purchased by the city in 2008 to be displayed in this pocket park.  "The Guardian" symbolizes the organic creativity and brilliance of the Short North.
 
This completes our walking tour. Hopefully you stopped along the way to find your own unique spots and new favorite places. Staying on the same side of the street and heading South will bring you back to your car. But you are not ready to go home just yet, are you?
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